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Back to where it all started... 

News and Gossip from the NLP Leadership Summit, January 

2024 in Santa Cruz, California 
 

Anneke and Ueli have participated at this year's NLP Leadership Summit, which happend in Santa Cruz, Califor-

nia. For 5 days, we have met with NLP colleagues from all over the world. Many of whom are running NLP train-

ings, some use NLP in special context (business, teaching, nursing) others are scientists, writers and poets. 

 

A free bunch of people united in their love and enthusiasm for NLP Neuro-Linguistic Programming. 

 

We took long walks together, sat in topic-oriented round tables, and shared our visions and experiences in the 

big group. On our second meeting day, we took a drive thru the Campus of the University of Santa Cruz, where 

it all began some 50 years ago.  

 
 

 

With contributions by participating Fellow Member Trainers.  
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The NLP Leadership Summit

Let’s talk, even if we don’t agree.
In 2012, Michael Hall and Frank Pucelik started the NLP Leadership 

Summit for seasoned NLP Trainers and Leaders to get together and 

talk. It was a response to the legitimate criticism that “the leaders in 
NLP don’t talk to each other.”

Free, equal Participants

Each participant has equal rights. There are no constitutional 

leaders. No fees collected. All work is done on a voluntary basis. 

Signed Declaration of Intent

Each participant has agreed to the basic values of the NLP-LS. 

These are focusing on Ethics, Integrity, Credibility, Being supportive 

and respectful.

https://nlpleadershipsummit.org/

this content shared by Ueli R. Frischknecht
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The NLP Leadership Summit

150 NLP Leaders from around the World

As per March 2024 there are some 150 participants.  They represent a wide 

variety of training standards. From just 7 days up to 37 days for NLP Practitioner.
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The 2024 Meeting

Thursday 11th Friday 12th Saturday 13th Sunday 14th Monday 15th

The NLP Leadership Summit

IANLP Pre-Meeting IANLP Post-Meeting

this content shared by Ueli R. Frischknecht
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Steven 

Leeds

Laura & Terry 

McClendon
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Rachel

Hott

Laura McClendon

Terry McClendon

Lucas Derks

Dianne Lowther

Ueli Frischknecht
Host
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Isabelle

Loire

Anneke Durlinger

Judith Warmerdam

Marie Rous
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Pictures from the 2024 Meeting
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Initiative to 

create an 

overview of 

different NLP 

associations

and their

standards.

• Overview of different NLP associations

• Questionnaire concerning standards

Motivation: see differences and learn from them
and be inspired by them.

Functionality:

• Next generation NLP trainers to check which
standard complies with their own criteria and 
values

• Transparency to all persons who want to 
follow a NLP training

Future

Create more synergy between the associations

Persons involved: Luzia Wittmann and Anneke 
Durlinger (both IANLP fellow-member trainers)

this content shared by Anneke Durlinger

Initiated at Leadership Summit 2016
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Inventory 

concerning
(items evaluated)

⚫ Association

⚫ Domain

⚫ Curricula

⚫ General information

⚫ Trainer

⚫ Testing

⚫ Trainer requirements

⚫ Costs

⚫ Other significant information

this content shared by Anneke Durlinger
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Results

The following associations reacted:

IANLP

IN/ICI

DVNLP

This in spite of the fact that all people present at 

the leadershipsummit 2018 were in favour of 

having common standards.

this content shared by Anneke Durlinger
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Initiatives from the last Leadership Summit
Santa Cruz 2024

Diana Lowther is making an e-book on how to train the metamodel. Input is/was 
very appreciated. Status unknown

Pascal Gambardella initiated a group NLP and healthy aging. I joined this group of 
three.  His website has interesting articles about various topics 
https://share.mindmanager.com/#publish/CQiqgbpxvCrl5IudBnMagQ4T934eIu
hgWrpQuiL8

Stefan Matthies has initiated a group to talk about how to apply logical levels in 
business. I joined this group and we have met one up untill now.

Enrique and Zara Beltran Pietro started a group to learn more about marketing. 
Status unknown.

this content shared by Anneke Durlinger

https://share.mindmanager.com/#publish/CQiqgbpxvCrl5IudBnMagQ4T934eIuhgWrpQuiL8
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this content shared by Anneke Durlinger
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Shared by Dr. Bruce Grimley (at Cyber Café)

bruce@achieving-lives.co.uk

Bruce Grimley.

Hi everybody,

Just to let you know this is out there. We purchased the open access option so as many as possible could read it.

The paper is about the "Demarcation Problem", which in philosophy is regarded as the problem of sorting out what 

is scientific work and what is not scientific work, and more recently what is pseudoscience.

NLP was used as a case history in terms of its relationship with psychology in order to explore this philosophical problem.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02691728.2024.2326828

I would encourage you to share the paper as it helps the reader understand many of the criticisms of psychology against 

NLP products are unfair. In our conclusion we write.

"We have examined a complex case of gatekeeping in science and discovered faults on all sides. Psychology’s gatekeeping 
against NLP is understandable due to the public presentation of some NLP-ers, but it is bad gatekeeping. It rather reflects 

flat-out bias, straw-manning and highly problematic empirical analyses. For this reason alone, psychology’s gatekeeping is 
bad – it violates the ideals it seeks to protect."

With best wishes and kindest regards as always, Bruce.

Dr Bruce Grimley, B.Sc. (Hons), M.Sc. AFBPsS.

Achieving Lives Ltd.

Chartered Psychologist and Author

Registered Psychotherapist and Accredited coach.

Registered Supervisor and Accredited trainer.

mailto:bruce@achieving-lives.co.uk
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02691728.2024.2326828
https://www.achieving-lives.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bruce-Grimley/e/B00AIWD0Y8

